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the day had now to consider the possibility
of an alteration in our telations with the
Federal Government.

Mnt. 0 Rzoent:. The Premier might
have told us this yesterday, when making
his general statement.

Tnu@ PREMIER: The hon. member
knew well that the Leake Government,
of which lie was a member, when it came
back to office after facing the electors
made no statement whatever. He (the
Premier) hadt the courtesy to announce
the Government programme.

Mn. HOPKNrS: Which was SO brief
that it might as well have been sup-
pressed.

Tax PREMIER: The interjection was
hardly fair. He was not called on, to
move a motion which might have rendered
possible a debate of two or three weeks'
duration ; and had he been justified in
so moving he would not have thought it
expedient, because in view of the time of
the year and the business remaining to
be acne 'by the House we were not
warranted in havinig long debates on
general policy. If the Opposition wished
such a debate they could precipitate one
at any moment ; and those mcci hrs who
wished to use their opportunity should
thems~elves bring about the debate. He
was not prepared to start a debate which
would largely result in delaying legisla-
tion, and preventing the enactment of
miany measures of whichi he believed the
country was urgently in need.

Question put and passed.
Resolution reported, and the report

adopted.
SIUrELY DILL.

Bill introduced for giviug effect to the
foregoing resolutions; passed through
remaining stages without debate, and
transmitted to the LegisTative Council.

ADJOURENMENT.
The House adjourned at ujuneteen

minutes past 6 o'clock, until the nest
afternoon.
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PRAYERS.

QUESTION-A.UDIT INSPECTOR, HOW
APPOINTED.

MB. MORAN asked the Premier: 1,
Whethr it is a fact that the Auditor
General has recommended that an
appointment as Inspector in the Audit
Departmiet should be filled by it gentle-
man who is not a6 member of the
permanent Service ? 2, Whether there is
any special reason for departing in this
instance from the accepted rule of pro-
motion within the permanent service?
3, Whether there is no member of the
permanent ser vice competent to fill this
position by promotion?

THE PREMIER replied: i,lipresuume
this relates to the appointment of a Chief
Audit Inspector. If 801 the answer is No.
2, If a suitable officer is available within
the Public, Service he will be appointed.
3, 1 am not yet aware.

BILLS, FIRST READING.
DAY DAWN RATES VALIDATION BILL,

introduced by the Colonial Secretary.
INDUSTRmIAL ONCILIATrION AND Anni-

TRATIoN ACT AMEN DXENqT BILL, intro-
duced by the Minister for Railways and
Labour.

TRANS-AUJSTRALIAN RAILWAY,
GUARANTEE.

THE PREMIER (Hon. H. Daglish):
I beg 'to crave the indulgence of the
House for the purpose of making a very
brief statement in regard to the Trans-
Australian Railway. I find that during
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the period which has elapsed since the
last session there has been certain corres-
pondence between the Commonwealth
Government and the Government of this
State, which eventuated in the despatch
of the following telegram. fromn Mr.
Walter James, in his capacity as Premier,
on May 18th last: -

On condition that Commonwealth is allowel
a free hand As to route and gaugs of railway,
this State will be prepared, for ten years After
line constructed, to bear a share of any loss ii
excess of our contribution on a population
basis. It would be premature to fix exact
proportion we are prepared to pay at this
stage; but I am confident it will be liberal,
and abundantly satisfy the Federal Parlia-
ment of our sincerity in this connection, and
our belief that the work will soon be a directly
paying one.
The matter was formally introduced and
discussed in the Federal Parliament
during the current week, and yesterday I
received from Mr. Carpenter. the reprcr-
iyentative of Fremantle in the Federal
Parliament, the following wire

James Government recently promised Prime
Minister Watson that West Australia would
make good certain share any loss arising first
ten years construction Trans-A ustralian Rail-
way. Opponents now contending your Gov-
ernment has not endorsed this promise. Kindly
wire endorsement, enable us make immediate
reply.
In consequence of that, I sent the follow-
ing wire to Mr. Carpenter yesterday.-

I have wired Government endorsement of
my predecessor's telegram to Mr. Watson rs
Trans-Australia-n line.

And I likewise despatchied this telegram
yesterday to the Prime Minister:-

Re Trans-Australian line. This Government
confirms tho statement in my predecessor's
telegram of eighteenth May last, to Prime
Minister, that this State will1 be prepared for
ten years after line constructed to bear share
of any loss in excess of our contribution on a
population basis.

Ms. MowAY: You only agree to bear a
proportionate share of the lossP

THE PREMIER: In excess. I referred
to the telegram of my predecessor.

MR. MORAN: I think Mr. James
guaranteed to bear South Australia's full
loss.

TuE PREMIER: Oh, no; not in the
message referred to. There was uo
specific guarantee at all, The guarantee
was a general one, to bear a sheare of any
loss in excess of what our contribution
would he on a population basis. Of

course it would be quite impossible, I
think, for the present Government or any
other Government to give a definite
assurance as to what contribution Western
Australia would be prepared to make.

Ma. Ropass: The time had not
arrived when that telegram was sent.

THE PREMIER: Quite so. And the
time has not yet arrived for waking any
specific statement on the subject. I
simply brought the subject before the
House this afternoon because I believe it
is the duty of the Government to keep
the House -fully acquainted with what-
ever is going on in a matter of vital im-
portance to the welfare of the State.

MR. MtORAN: I hope you will not
promise any big amount without consult-
ing Parlianment, anyhow. That is not
responsible government.

Tn, PREMIER: I think it is the
duty of the head of any responsible
government to give information of what-
ever action he takes. In fulfilment of
that obligation I am making the present
statement this afternoon. I r~ceived last
night a telegram from the Prime Minister
announcing that the railway survey had
been agred to bya&maj ori tyof2Z. [MR.
Honrsm: Hear, hear.] Of course mem-
bers have had the same information from
the Press. I was very pleased indeed to
see the substantial majority by which
this proposition had received indorse-
wient, and in reply to the Prime Minister
I sent a telegram as follows:

Thanks for telegram of yesterday. Am
highly gratified at result.
I have now put the facts before the
House, in order that members may he
acquainted with the positioin the present
Government have taken in the matter.

LOCAL COURTS BILL
SECOND ESADINO.

Debate resumed from the previous day.
MR. 0. H. RA.SON (Guildford):

Although I moved the adournment of
the debate on this Bill, I do not intend
to offer any lengthy remarks to the
House, as I understand my hon. and
learned friend the Minister for Justice
(Hon. R. Hastie) states that, to his
mind, the principal recommendation for
this Bill lies in the fact that it was
introduced by the late Attorney General
(Mr. Walter James), and that it has not
been in any way altered by the present
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Government. It is a recommendation
that of course naturally appeals to me
with great force; and my only regret is
that it did not appeal with equal force to
the hon. member until somewhat late in
the day. However, the fact remains that
this Bill bears upon it the ball-mark of
approval from two such legal luminaries
as the late Attorney General and the
present 'Minister for Justice. It would
therefore be almost defame on my part to
offer any criticisms on the measure. I
must leave that to the legal wembers of
the House, who alone can be guilty of
such conduct. I understand it is the
intention of the Minister for Justice to
refer th is Bill to a select committee.
That being so, I have no objection what-
ever, nor do I wish to raise any difficulty
in regard to the passing of the second
readling of the -Bill. If I understand
correctly, the hon. mnember wishes to
have on that select committee two legal
members of this House, exclusive of him-
self, which will give three members
learned in the law on this select com-
mittee; and I hope therefore that the
hon. gentleman will strive to lay on one
side any motives that he may have
acquired recently, and that he will deal
with the Bill fromi the standpoint of the
public rather than from the standpoint
of the legal profession. With these few
remarks I beg to support the second
reading of the Bill.

MR. C. J. MORAN (West Perth):
This is one of the derelicts of the late
Administration, and it has been taken up
and wet-nursed by the present Minister
for Justice. I do not know that the hon.
member should ask the House to pass
this measure exactly as it stands, just
because it was passed down by the late
Administration, This question of giving
facilities for trying cases by carrying
justice to the large centres of this State
has'engaged the attention of Parliament
for the last 10 or I11 years. It is one of the
constant agitations on the Eastern Gold-
fields, and has been so from as far back
as 1894 and 189-I brought the matter
prominently before Parliament in 1894-
it has been a scandal in Western Aus-
tralia that up to datie, or until recently,
all litigants bad to come to Perth at
enormous expense, even since there has
been railway communication from the
Eastern Go ldflelds and the Murchison

Goldfields. It wats one of those unex-
plainable things, explainable only, at
least in this Chamber, by the Perth law-
yers who in the old days blocked any
litigation being taken awa 'Y from Perth.
If this matter is left entirelyv in the hands
of the Ieaal members of this Chamber,
those old prejudices may again find ex-
pression in their opinions. 1 want to
see the powers of this Bill enlarged so
that jurisdiction may be extended to
£250, as is the ease in1 Queensland and
in New South Wales, so that cases
under a sumi of that magnitudte may
be taken in the large centres. It is
a scandal that in far-distant centres
litigation cannot be carried on. It isonly
recently that we have asked a Supreme
Court Judge to travel inl a comfortable

jrailway carriage to these centres; b-ut in
Queensland thirty years ago Judges were
travelling by co6a and on horseback
through difficulties of droughts and
floods in a tropical country where the
difficulties are greater than they are
in Western Australia, and those Queens-
land Judges have brought justice to
the doors of the people who pay for it. I
hope this Bill will be first and foremost a
Bill f romt a la.'yman's point of view; and I
hope- representatives will be placed on
this select cowmittee from the Murchi-
son Goldfield and even from Kiumberley,
certainly from the North-West, and
also from the Eastern Gold fields, My
advocaocy as a Perth member always goes
in favour of allowing the law to be takcen
to the doorsi of the people, and not for
the people to he brought to Perth. I do
not care what the views of Perth lawyers
may be. It would be better for us to
bring jurisdiction to the doors of the
people on the Eastern Goldlields, on the
Murchison and in the North-West, rather
than to mulct the people engaged in the
gold-mining industry in enormous costs
in order to bring witnesses to Perth. I
have paid in witnesses' expenses mnore than
the whole matter at trial, which is a
scandal. But it is a simple1 matter.
Are we going to give powers uip to a safe,
limit, say £25(r as in Queensland and
New South Wales; and are we going to
give justice to those larger centres, or
are we going to drag litigants to Perth?
My voice will be raised against Passing
this Bill without giving a, substantial
amount of liberalismn to those who wish
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to try oases in these Local Courts. I am
simply giving the Minister for Justice my
views which I have held for 11 years on
the mnatter. I am consistent to-day
representing a Perth constituency as I
was when I represented a goldfields
constituency. There is no change what.
ever in me.

MR. J. C. G. FOULKES (Claremont):
This Bill was prepared by the late
Attorney General, after consultation with
the various officers of the Perth Local
Court. I believe the proposals incorpor-
ated in the Bill have met with the
approval of these officers; and I need
hardly remind the House that the magis-
trate who presides over the Perth Local
Court is a gentleman who has had a great
deal of experience in Local Court adminis-
tration, and is an old officer of the State
who has had 40 years' experience in the
civil service. Tbefactthat he has aproved.
in a great measure of thbe provisions of
this Bill is sufficient to assure the
House that the Bill is preppared on correct
lines. From what I can gather from the
speech of the Minister for Justice, the
hon. gentleman does not propose at pre-
sent to make any alteration in the Bill,
but all the same he does not seem to be
quite sure of his ground, because he has
left it to the House to decide as to
whether the jurisdiction of the present
Local Courts should be extended. At
present the jurisdiction of the Local
Courts is only up to the sum of £100.
The Minister for Justice led me to believe,
at any rate, that he was in favour of
extending that jurisdiction with regard to
certain places. I gather that he is in
favour of extending jurisdiction in the
outside far-distant P laces, but not to

p laces like Perth and Femantle, where
Litigants have convenient access to the
Supreme Court. I should have liked the
Mlinister to hike upon himself the respon-
sibility of including in the Bill these
provisionshe appeared to advocate, instead
of leaving it to the House to decide,
because it would have been more advan-
tageous if we had the proposals of the
Government in black and white incor-
porated in the Bill. I sympathise
strongly with him in his very refresh-
ig appeal to the House that the two

legal members should be placed on
the select committee which he hoped
would be appointed to consider the Sill;

because it is only a few weeks agothamt
the Minister's party did their utmost to
exclude these two legal members from
this Chamber. I have listened with
interest to what the member for West
Perth (Mr. Mforan) said as to extending
the jurisdiction in far-distant places;
and I can assure him, from what I know
of the legal profession in this city, that
they have no desire to compel litigants
.to come here. I may inform the House
that every litigant who brings an action
in the Supreme Court has the right to
decide where he wishes the case tried. If
the plaintiff or the defendant lives on the
goldields, when the writ is issued be can
instruct his solicitor on the goldfields
that hie wishes the vise. tried, say, in
Kalgoorlie. In the past, such cases have
been tried in Perth-and I admit that
the large majority have been tried here-
because the best advocates in the State
happen to reside in Perth. [Interjection.]
I need not mention the names of the
leading advocates, as they are well
known; but litigants prefer to secure
their services. The Minister suggests
that we should extend the jurisdiction mn
the distant places only. I shall be glad
to see it extended; 1 think the time has
arrived for extending the jurisdiction of
the Local Court; but I should like the
Minister and the House to bear in mind
that nearly all the local court inagis-
treates now acting arc laymen. The most
experienced local court administrators
are the two magistrates 'in Perth and
Fremnantle respectively ; and that of
course can be explained. It results from
the fact that they have bad a longer
experience; they are old servants of the
State, and they have had many more
cases to try than the magitrates
who preside, for instance, at places
like Newcastle, Katanning, and Cue.
Therefore, if we extend the jurisdiction
in outside places only, we shall be extend-
ing it in places where the local court
magistrates have less experience than
those who, in places like Perth and Fre-
mantle, will-.not enjoy that extended
jurisdiction. I should have liked some
statement from the Government as to
whether they propose to appoint circuit
local courts for the State, or to appoint
lawyers to acu as local court magistrates
in various parts of the country. In Great
Britain the practice is to appoint lawyers ;
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but each lawyer is not confined to one
local court district:- he has a, group of
local court districts in his particular
circuit. ,Manchester, which has a popula.
tion of 500,000 or 700,000, has one local
court or county court magistrate; and
he holds local courts in about five or six
different parts of that large city. In the
county of Cheshire, North. Wales, where
there is a population of over a million,
there is. one lheal court magistrate who
deals wi th afl such business; and he, at
times specified beforehand, travels from
town to town attending his various courts.
That system has always worked extremely
well ; and I should like the Government
to consider now the advisableness of
assimilating their local court administra-
tion in outside places with that of Eng-
land. Hitherto, as the Minister says, we
have had great difficulty in this country
on account of the wide distances separuat-

inig the various centres. When the last
Local Court Act was passed, many of
those centres were not connected by rail.
There was no railway between the gold-
fields and Southern Cross, nor between
Cue and Geraldton, so it was difficult to
have justice administered; hence in those
days it was necessary to appoint laymen,
not only as local court magistrates, but
in some eases. as collectors of revenue
and registrars of births, deaths, and
marriages also-in fact, the magistrates
had many different duties to perform. We
have now passed that stage; and the
Government are considering whether the
time has arrived for appoi ati ugecircuit local
court judges to travel about the country.
I am rather glad that it is proposed to
refer the Bill to a select commLittee; and
I hope that as the result of its labours
and of its ripe legal experience a. first-
class Act will be placed on the statute-
book.

DR. ELLIS (Coolgardie) : It appears
to me that the statements just made by
the last speaker are well warranted. The
time has surely come when in bringing
.justice to the doors of the people of this
State we should get into Sine with the
other States of Australia. I do not
know the circumstances of all the States;
but I know that most of them have these
district courts. For the lack of them in
this State great injustice is suffered;
and probably the greatest injustice is in
respect of mining accident cases, the

parties being forced to come to Perth for
trial, with all their witnesses. On that
account I feel that the court should if
possible have the right to try cases in
which the maximumn amount in dispute is
4500, until district courts are established
and when both sides agree, the maximum
might be £1,000. The amount of
damages claimed in most mining acc-
dent cases is from £500 to £41,000,
when a man loses an eye or a limb,
or suffers some serious injury which
interferes with the rest of his career.
There is at present great difficulty in
getting a doctor to come to Perth. That
is very expensive, for he does not come
willingly; he hates coming at. any timne,
even if he be given a large fee; and that
is one of the stading difficulties in the
present arrangement. All these cases
should he tried practically on the spot;
and certainly, where there are big
mines out of which the State miakes
so much money, it will pay the State
to bring justice alongside. There.
is no great difficulty in so doing;
because our sister States have long age
solved the difficult 'y. They appoint
district court judges, and the appoint-
ments are not necessarily permanent. Iii
New South Wales, many barristers are
tested as to their fitness for the bench by
being temporarily appointed to district
courtjuadgeships, so that they may, by try.
ingecases, show whether they areucompetent.
If a man has proved himself incapable
of carrying on a district court,. one can
be quite sure that he is unfitted for any
higher advancement in his profession;
and I know several harristers who have
been tried and found wanting. There is
no reason why in this* State the same
principle shouild not hold, nor why a
district court with power to try claims
up to £1,000 should not be held at
Magnet, at Tiaverton, at Cue, and at all
other outside places. Une district court
judge could be appointed to try such
cases, and the Stare would save much
more than the amount of his salary.
Take any big case in which possibly two
doctors, two solicitors, and amnufailing
number of expert witnesses-gentlemen
who understand mining and similar
subjects- are brought to Perth. in such
cuses wealth becomes, more and more
powerful by piling up the costs, at least
for a long time, until the lawyers begin
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to take speculative cases. Uless that
happened, it would be impossible for a
poor manD to get justice. And the
speculative case is an illegal way out of
the difficulty. We all know it is illegal,
hut we knowv also that it is done; and
the State should take every opportunity
of altering conditions which force men
to act illeg-lly. The injured miner has
no hope of getting justice by legitimate
mneans unless hie has a considerable sumn
of money; hence the lawyer takes the
case for nothing, and that is not healthy
for justice, for the miner, or for anybody.
The practice leaves the lawyer open to
the suspicion that when he takes poor
people's cases he is " playing for his own
handl." This, whichi is really the wealthiest
State in the Comnionwealth, can surely
afford to bring justice to the doors of the
mine offices. We are told the Bill will
give cheap law, not justice. I prefer
cheap justice. At present, litigants can
get che ap law-a very expensive thing;
but I wish to see the State give
cheap justice. It appears to me that
while this Act is before us we should
sieriously and adequately consider the
appointment of a circuit court judge
who shall have power not to try cases
of life and death but to adjudicate
on claims amounting to a consider-
able sum, and to go on circuit. He
can be kept working all the year
round, thus diminishing the expenses
and the difficulties of many residents of
this State. I feel convinced, knowing
the principles of the party Dow in power,
that it is their desire to see equal justice
doue and equal opportunities given to
all ; and they cannot do better than in
this the first important Bill they have
introduced, give the State that equal
justice by appointing circuit court judges
to visit every pa-t of the country.

THE MIINISTER FOR MINES AND
JUSTICE (in reply): I amn glad that
members have favourably received the
Bill, and that so far the measure meets
with their approval. I admit that I tan
pleased with what has been said of the
clauses limiting the jurisdiction of the
courts. To my astonishment, the mem-
ber for Claremont (Mr. Foulkes) blamed
me for my willingness to extend the juris-
dliction of courts outside the metropolis.
while leaving the most experienced magis-
trates in the metropolis itself with a

limited jurisdiction. If I remember
rightly, I said that though we might
leave the metropolitan resident magi-
strates with the limited jurisdiction, I
strongly favoured the alternative pro-
po~sal. I1 certainly have no objection to
giving such gentlemen as Mr. Cowan,
and Mr. Fairbairn of Fremantle, such e~x-
tended jurisdic tion. Personally, I should
go much beyond the limit of X200.
I hope the committee likely to be
appointed by the House will take the
suggestions into consideration. Another
question which deserves some attention
is, whether or not we should establish in
West Australia county courts similar to,
those at home and in various parts of
Australia. There is one thing we must
always bear iu mind in considering this
question. We have a large number of
mesidecut magistrates in this Statej not
one of whom has had a, legal training.

MR. MORAN: They have not a, lease of
their positions for life.

THE MINISTER: No; but they are
about the healthiest set of individuals I
know. We cannot reckon on their
decease at a. very early date. If we
establish county courts in West Australia
we shall require to make a complete
change all round. The fact that a man
has not a legal qualification does not
seem, to my mind, to disqualify him
from acting fairly on questions where an
amount of more than £100 is concerned.
I would not hesitate to trust these
gentlemen with jurisdiction over larger
sumns. Another matter we should 'bear
in mind with regard to the loca] courts,
as compared to county courts, is that the
local courts have no j uries, nd we might
find yet that it is advisable to allow
magistrates to sit in some Jury cases as
Judges do at the present time; and I
think I am right in saying that county
court judges do sit ini jury cases else-
where.

Ma. 'MORAN: It is very desirable to
have legal men in such eases to direct
Juries.

THE MINISTER: I know'that some
people think it is well to take the advice
of legal men in almost every trouble
which overtakes them in this life. These
questions will be considered by thu select
commimittec. 1 hop",) the House will pass.
the secoud reading, and then I shall
move that a select, committee be appointed.
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Question put and passed.
Hill read a second time.
THE MINISTER farther moved that

the Bill be referred to a select committee.
Question passed.
Ballot taken, and a committee

appointed comprising Dr. Ellis, Mr.
Foulkes, Mr. Walter James, Mr. N. 3.
Moore, also Mr. Hastis as mover; with
power to call for persons and papers, and
to sit on days over which the House
stands adjourned; to report this day three
weeks.

MINES REG4ULATION ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.

SECOND READING.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES AND
JUSTICE (Hon. R. Hastle), in moving
the second reading, said 'This, it will be
observed, is a very small measure. It
was hoped that last session we woul1d
have been able to pass a new Mines
Regulation Bill; but it will be recollected
that towards the end of the session we
had so many things to consider that we
were unable to tackle that very important
measure. During this session of Parlia-
ment it had been the intention of the late
Government, and certainly it is the
intention of the present Government, to
put through Parliament a new Mines
Regulation Bill. That Bill will contan a
very large number of improvements; but
we have not yet brought forward that
measure because we have sitting at the
present time two Roy' alCommissions-one
at any rate to consider the question of
the sanitation and ventilation of mines,
and what shall be done for the health of
the miners working in those mines. That
Royal Commission has not brought for-
ward its report; it has not advised us
what mine regulations we should pass,
and the Government are keeping back the
co mprehensive Bill un tilI we get t he recoin-
ineudations from the Royal Commission.
The present Bill does not enter into any
of the msatters that will be within the
scope of the new Bill. This matter we
would have kept till then, but for this
reason. The present Mines Regulation
Act was passed in 1895 at a time when
there was very little mining in this State.
There scarcely was an inst~uice in the
State where there was8 a deep shaft or
where any mine contained more than a.

shaft and simply a small, narrow drive,
That Bill was passed to meet the then
existing circumstances. It has done
good work, but now, seeing that we in
Western Australia have developed so
much more, we require to make different
laws to meet these different conaitions.
At the time the Bill was enacted it was
provided that if any specified matter in
a mine was wrong and an inspector
found fault with it, the manager (of the

imine should, if an improvement did not
take place, be responsible for an offence
under the Act. That Act also enabled
us to make regulations, but it did not
provide that for any new offence that
might be stated in the regulations it was
possible to impose a. penalty. However,
I1 am very glad to say that even with the
comparatively small power of that Act, so
well hats the inspection of mines been
attended to in this State, so well have the
mine managrs and mine owners re-
sponded to the advice and calls of the
mining inspectors to put their mines in
good order, that up till lately compara-

Itively little trouble has arisen. However,
it will have been noticed by memherrs
that there has been an extraordinary
number of accidents of late. These
accidents have, for the most part, taken
place in Hannans Belt and one or two
otber places on the goldfields; and the
chief accidents arc due to one cause that
I should like to explain to the House,
especially to those who are not mininig
members. In the early days, the work-
ings of the mines in Western Australia,

*and also in most. of the mines in the other
States, consisted of merely a shaft hy
which people reached a level, 300, 490,
or perhaps 1,000 feet under the surface.
When one gets to the bottom of such
shaft he goes along a comparatively small
drive which very rarely is more than four,
five, or perhaps six feet wide, and he wvill
find that almost everywhere lie goes the
height of the drive he travels along is
rarely more than six feet, so that if any
portion of that ground is very dangerous
it is possible for miners working there to
provide against any dangerous accidents
taking place. On the Boulder Belt, how-
ever, all these conditions are changed.
Instead of a smiall drive or a coimpara-
tively narrow reef, there are Many reefm
that go from 15 to 20, 30, and 315 feet
wide-in some instances a great deal more

0
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tlean that. That gives a large amount
of deep quartz which requires to be taken
to the surface to be crushed. It has
been a custom for many of the mines to
take out as much stone as they possibly
can from that drive. When that is once
done they then proceed to take out the
stone whbich is higher up than the
original drive, and they will continue, in
some cases, to simply let the stone be
taken out. I may explain that to do so
requires a building of scaffolding to get
close to the work. As a consequence, if
one goes along a few days or a few weeks
after the people have started on this
stope, he will find that the roof of the
chamber is sometimes 15, 20, and in
some instances 30 to 40 feet high.
That, I need not explain to the House, is
a very dangerous p ractice, so dangerous
that nearly every mine prevents its being
done. It is a custom in most well con-
ducte mines to fill up) these excavations
which are made, but in some instances,
for various reasons, it is not attended to.
I spoke just now of the large wives, and
I -may state that the same thing may be
said of some of the small mines. I
recollect the trouble we had a few years
ago in Kanowna in some of the leads.
Not only did we take out narrow wah
on the bottom level, but it was found
that there was payable stone rising 10,
15, and 20 feet, and it has been a
custom of very carelbss people to make
this large excavation, and not to pro-
tect the excavation by timbering. For
the last few years all the inspectors
of mines in this State have been in-
structed, and I believe that every time
they have gone to these mines and seen
that, they have given instructions to stop
this most dangerous practice. Tn some
cases their instructions have not been
carried out, for the reason that although
inspectors of mines have pointed out the
danger, they have been absolutely unable,
hy the Mines Regulation Aot, to enforce
thtese instructions. Therefore it is thalt
this Bill provides that the inspectors of
mines shall, in cases such as I have
indicated, give notice to the management
that within seven days certain alterations
are to he made, and if the manager does
not carry out these alterations, then lie
commits an offence under the Act, and is
punished for his -neglect. On the other
band, it is recognised that inspectors of

wines, the same as members of every
other class of the community, are liable
to make a mistake; that it is more
than possible for an inspector of mines
to ask a mine manager to do that
which is unfair. So this Bill provides
that if the manager of a mine is not
satisfied that the inspector of mines
has given him a just order, lie. can
appeal against that. The Bill provides
that he makes this appeal to the
inspector. An amendment will be moved
by myself, when we get ini Committee,
that a copy of the appeal shall also 'be
sent to the Minister, so that the State
Mining- Enginteer and the authorities in
thle Mines Department can also see what is
going on, At the end of a certain time
after the appeal is made, the whole
question is decided by arbitration. The
mnine manager on the one hand, and the
inspector of wines upon the other, are
aisked to each elect one man who would
act as arbitrator, and then those two
arbitrators come together and appoint
an umpire. In the event of their not
being able to do so the Minister will then
appoint that umnpire.

Ma. GREG02RY: There is nothing about
that matter here.

Tas MINISTER FOR MINES: That
mattter has not been mentioned here, for
I did not think it required to be mentioned
here, because the Bill says that the
arbitration shall be in the prescribed
manner, meaning that regulations as I
iave just described would be made,

embodying a method of arbitration.
This matter is not at new one. It is new
to Western Australia, but not to most of
the other parts of the English-speaking
world. These provisions we find in
the English Coal Mines Act of 1872.
They have since been copied into the
New South Wales Coal Mines Act and
into the New Zealand Coal Mines Act.
This Parliament adopted it in the Wes-
tern Australian Coal Mines Act of 1902,
and therefore I do not expect that any
member of the House will hesitate to
pass this Bill. I repeat that all this Bill
implies is that if a mine manager does
not carry out a~ny legitimate r-equest
made by the inspector of mines, he shall
be considered to have commiitted. an
offence under the Act. If hie thinks
that the instructions are not warranted,
then he can appeal to arbitration. That

Mines Regulation
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is practically all I have to ask members
to do in connection with this case. I
trust the House will to-day pass the
second reading of the measure. I would
have gone farther and asked the House
to put it right through Committee, only
we were unable to get this Bill printed
up till yesterday, and I hope that we will
not in this House put through any legis-
lation concerning any industry in this
State without allowing those concerned
in the industry to see in the first place
what that legislation is; and therefore,
if the House is good enough to pass the
second reading of this measure, I shall
Iropose that the Committee stage be
deferred for a, week, so that any person
on the goldfields will have an opportunity
of taking objection to this measure, or of
giving bhis advice as to how it may be
impnroved.

Ma GREO:o Have copies of this
Bill been sent out yet to the governing
bodies on the fieldsP

Tanm MINISTER FOR MINES: They
have been sent to-day. I hope no mem-
ber of the House will propose that we
should insert in the Bill other things
in connection with the mining industry.
We have perhaps thirty or forty very
important proposals, and if we embodied
any farther proposals, any new proposals,
in this measure that would lead to at
large amount of discussion and some
delay, we might not be able to make
the Bill become law at a very early (late.
The chief measure which I have. already
anticipated, that is the new consolidated
Mines Regulation Act, will I hope be
passed before Christmas, but there is no
chance of its finally becoming law until
the beginn~ing of nest year. I hope
members will agree to confine themselves
to this mneasure and to this measure
alone. I was speaking a few moments
ago of the large number of accidents that
have been occurring lately, es~pecialIly on
the 'Boulder Belt. I have had one
brought before me during the last three
or four weeks regarding a miner travelling
from one part of our large wines to
another part of the mines. He happened
to be going through a stope that was
from 28 to 32 feet high, when a large
atone fell from the roof and killed him
on the spot. I went carefillty through
the evidence that was taken at the
inquest and aked the State Mining

Enigineer his opinion about the matter.
Il rote a minute that is so particularly

interesting that I should like to read it
to the House, especially as it is not a long
one. 'He writes:

As the present Mines Reguilation Act stands,
I am afraid that no action can be taken
against the management of the mine for their
neglect of the inspector's instructions as to
height of stopes, except on the general ground
of negligence.

I may say that at that inquest the Gov-
ernmnent inspector swore that on several
occasions he had warned the manager of
the mine to fill up this stope. The
manager did. not do so, Then the State
Mining Engineer in his minute goes on
to say :
By a strange onmission, ocr existing Act con-
tains no provision for enforci ng the inspecator's
instructions, and unless a specific section of
the Act is broken, no prosecution can be
successful, So far as the Mines Regulation
Act is concerned, it ,does not seem to me at
present that any effective "c'ion can be taken.
This question of the great height to which
stopes are often carried in the Kalgoorlie
mines without filling has come up again and
again, and the inspectors have made objection
to it repeatedly, but until the Act is amended
there does not seemn much hope of improve-
ment.
It is practically upon that minute I ask
the House to agree to the second reading
of the 'Bill.

MR, T. H. BATH (Brown HiI) : In
speaking to the second reading of this
amendinig measure, I must express my

regret that, instead of a small measure of
Ithis kind dealing with one aspect of the
question, we have not had a complete con-
solidating Mines Rtegulation Bill dealing
with the whole aspects of the question.
We were partly promised during last
session that an atmending Mines Regula-
tion Bill would he introduced. Then it
was stated there were so many matters
upon which no definite information had
been pooneorin which no successful

was thought necessary to appoint a, Royal
Commission. to dleal with these special
questions, and ti's Commission was ap-

Ipointed, I amn of opinion that this
Commission should have been appointed
and could have carried on its delihorations
and inspections during the recess, so that
we could have its report and deal with
the consolidating Bill d [tring this session.

1As a mining member, I must emphasise
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the urgent necessity for such an amending
measure so far as the mining population
of this State is concerned. I have often
beard it hinted, but not directly stated,
that inspectors of mines have not sufficient
power to enforce their orders on mine
managers for certain repairs to Ilie effected,
or for different parts of the mines to be
secured, and that therefore the inspectors
have hesitated to act. The Minister has
sated that there has been no trouble in
the past.

Tax MINISTER FOR MINES: I did not
say anything of the kind. I said there
had been trouble, but that upon the whole
the managers had done fairly well.

lija. BATHR: Yes; that the wine
managers bad, on the whole, carried out
the req uisitions made. If that is the
case, then the inspectors of mines have
not been very diligent in their duty, for
either the inspectors have been to blame
or the managers have been to blame innot carrying out the instructions issued.
I suppose, when this measure is placed
before public bodies on the goldfields, we
shall have the same criticism offered
against it as against previous mining
legislation, that such legislation will pre-
vent the investment of capital and militate
against the success of the industry. We
have heard this tale so often that we are
accustomed to it, and are prepared to
hear it again on this occasion.

Mut. GPEGon: You might mention
those occasions,

Mnt. BATH: If we turn up the files
of thke newsp.Lptrs, not only those of this
State'but the mining and financial jour-
nals of otht'r States, we shall see repeated
instances of articles Stating that the
mining legislation of this State has
militated against the industry and
against the investment of capital in it.
I am Surprised at the bon. member, be-
cause with a little research he could find
abundant instances of the truth of my
statement. There is one objection-and
I think a fa~tal objection-to this amend-
ing measure. t provides that, in the
first instance, seven days' notice shall
be delivered where the mine-owner
ob~jects to comply with the requisition in
order that the matter may he determined
by arbitration, and then it gives grace to
the extent of 14 days after the award
has been niade for the mine-owner to

comply with the requisition or the award
of the arbitration board ; and daring
these three weeks we might find men
employed in the dangerous places or the
places objected to by the inspector of
mines, with the result that a terrible
fatality might happen. I believe that in
New Zealand, though I amn not certain,
they have exactly the same provision for
arbitration in thoecase of a mine-owner
objecting to the requisition of the in-
Spector; but I believe that, during the
hearing of the dispute between the in-
spector and the mine-owner, mien are with-
drawn from the place in dispute in order
that no fatality may occur. I believe that
if this provision is insisted upon, the
period of time -seven days before the arbi-
tration board is brought into existence,
and 14 dayst grace after the award is
issued-we should have a somewhat
similar provision in this measure pro-
viding that men should be withdrawn
from the place in dispute. I have an in-
stance in my mind, and I think if the
Minister will look up the New Zealand
Mining Journal issued by the New Zealand
Government he will find the case of the
Waihi mine, where the inspector objected
that a certain pump was dangerous and
the owner objected to the requisition to
alter it. -There the men were withdrawn
pending the decision of the arbitration
board. I think it is a grave objection
that men should be allowed to be
employed, pending arbitration, in a, pos-
sibly dangerous place to the detriment of
their lives. I have another objection to
offer, for we are perpetuating in this
measure an evil occurring in various
measures, especially those dealing with
mining legislation. We provide that
certain things shall be done in the pre-
scribed manner, and that prescribed man-
ner is set forth in regulations. This
practically means that the legislation
does not come before the House to be
approved of by it, but that the whole
matter is settled by regulations drawn up
by the Minister with the advice of his
departmental officers. I think that, as
far as possible, we should try to avoid
this. If we want a, certain course to be
adopted we should have the provision
placed in the Bill itself, or in an amend-
i ng mecas ure, so that we could understand
what was intended, and so that members
could give their opinions on what is

Atines Regukition
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brought forward. I shall support the
second reading, but I hope that in Com-
mittee certain amendments will be made
so as to make the measure more effective.
It is incumbent on the State, as far as
possible, to protect the Lives of employees,
not only those engaged in the mninlg
industry but those in all industries, be-
cause it is essential to the welfare of the
whole community. In this case certain
faults which I have pointed out need
amending, and I hope the amendments
will be inserted in Committee.

Mu. H. GREGORY (Menzis): I have
no intention of opposing this Bill; but I
should like to say that I anticipated we
should have been shown some more
special urgency for the initroduction of this
Bill. It has been admitted by the present
Minister, and it was the intention of this
Government, that a, consolidating measure
should be brought forward this year so
as to go fully into all the matters of the
Mines Regulation Act. It is idle for any
member to state that, because we try to
bring forward any' legislation for the
protection of the lives of workmen, we
shall have people saying that we are
trying to damage the industry. So far
as I can judge, we have always found the
managers themselves are only too glad to
do all they possibly can for the protec-
tion of their men. In fact the Acts are
so severe that in many accidents there is
a great danger of the manager being
.himself indicted for manslaughiter. I
should like to have had the whole Bill
brought forward as one, instead of a
little Bill for this matter. This session
we must have a Bill dealing with the
Mines Regulation Act, for it is imperative
that we should have certain amendments
made. We have two Commissions work-
ing at the present time, and I feel
satisfied that from their researches we
shiall obtain a large amount of informa-
tion so as to enable us to make our Act
better than in the past. This amending
measure in itself is hardly a good one,
because, as is pointed out by the member
for Brown Hill, in regard to a dangerous
part of a mine seven days' notice has to
be given by the inspector, and 14 days
must elapse before the arbitration award
must he carried out. I presume we can
easily get over the difficulty in Corn-
inittee by giving the inspector power to
close any dangerous parts of a mine; but

I think lie has that power under the
present Act. I have always held, and
have instructed the inspectors, that where
they thought any part of a mine to be
dangerous they must issue instructions
to have it remedied at once. I am not
one of those who believe that we must
have too much inspection of mines,
because if we have inspectors going too
often to a wine, say once a, week or every
second or third day, giving instructions
to the manager, it is quite possible that
the manager will try and throw the
blame of any, accident that may occur
upon the inspector, and tr 'y to absolve
himself from any charge on the ground
that the inspector had been through
the mine and had not noticed certain
things. Throughout our legislation,
all along we have tried to throw the
whole of the responsibility upon the
manager; and I do not think we should
depart from this. At the same time I
have noticed that we do not have sufficient
power under the Act; but I think we
have certain power in it. It demands
such administration in connection with
mines as to make this amending Bill
unnecessary, though the clauses should be
embodied in any new Bill hi-ought for-
ward. I have no objection to the clauses
as they stand, except that, as has been
pointed out, we (an easily amend them.
They should be in a Mines Regulation
Bill. The regulations say that every
drive anad every excavation of any kind,
whether on the surface or underground,
in connection with the workrings of a
mine shall he securely protected and
made sae for persons employed therei;
so that very large powers are given to the
inspector. Under the powers thus given
to him the inspector can make examina-
tions and inquiry to ascertain whether
the provisions of the Act relating to
matters above or beow ground are
complied with, and hie can enter and
inspect any part of any mine at all
reasonable times, while he has power
to initiate and conduct prosecutions
against persons offending under the
Act. He can farther exercise such other
powers as are necessary for the carrying
out of the Act; and there is a penalty
also for a breach of the rules. RuleS
says that a mine haLs to he kept safe, so
that I may point out that under the
regulations we have a good deal of power
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in the present Act. I do Dot wish
members to imagine that I am speaking

aganst this Bill. because 1 think we can
ad a few clauses to it and make it a very

workable measure. At the same time I
can hardly see the necessity of urgency,
because we m ust have a Mines Regulation
Bill this year. I hope thait will not be
neglected. It was nO fauilt Of Mine that
we did not have the Bill brought down
last year. It woul have been brought
down but for the striking out of the
Machinery Bill by the Upper House, I
would like to point out, by the odd vote
of the Labour party. It wats thus
rendered impossible to bring the Bill
down last year, more especially as we
bad not the information to ouir hands
with regard to the ventilation and-sanita-
tion (if mines now being inquired into by
a Commission.

Ma. BATH:- Will that report he ready
for us this session ?

Ma. GREGORY: Yes. I was assured
some time ago that we should have the
report and all the papers before the end
of October. Perhaps the Minister can
tell. us when he anticipates the reports of
those Commissions. We should have the
report of one Commission before the end
of October. I should like to delay this
Bill and to deal with the whole matter
at once; for I cannot see the advan-
tage of bringing in such a small
measure. I want an amendment of the
Mines Regulation Act brought in this
year; and I do not want the excuse that
we hayS7 already passedI one amending
Act early in the session, and need not
bother about another. It is imperative
that. a comprehensive Bill be introduced,
and I am satisfied that the Minister will.
do all he can to bring it in. The Com-
mission in question may continue work-
ing till Christmas.

The Panstina: We are hurrying it as
much as possible.

Mut. GREGORY:- I amn pleased to hear
it. I should do likewise if I were still in
office. The Minister has promised us,
and we see on the Notice Paper, a Bill
for the inspection of machinery. In that
Bill we slall find provision for the
appointment of inspiectors of miuhinery,
with special powers over all machinery
above ground, so that it maiy be properly
safeguai dod. Thus we are to have two
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Bills dealing with one subject. Clause 2
of this Bill reads:

In any case where an. inspector finds any
mine or any part thereof, or any mac'hine,
plant, matter, thing, or practice in or con-
nected therewith to be dangerous or detective,
so as in his opinion to threaten or tend to the
bodily injury of any person . . . thme fol-
lowing special provisions shall apply.

We are to have an inspector of mines
dealing with machinery' , and by the
Inspection of Machinery Bill an inspector
of machinery will deal with the same
matter. This is redundant.

THE MINISTER: The inspector of
machinery comes only' twice a. year.

MR, GREGORY: Not necessarily. I
doubt whether the Minister will not
vest mine inspectors and inspectors of
machinery with certain extended powers.
Anyhow, we have this clause dealfing
with the inspection of machinery, and
notice alrieay given of an Inspection of
Machinery Bill. I should have liked the
Minister to bring in one Bill this year
dealing comprehensively with the whole
Mines Regulation Act. 1 want a better
Act than we have had in the past. As to
mnines regulation, I have many times felt
my hands tied, and I wish to do all Ii can
to protect the lives of men working
underground. 1 feel quite sure we shall
get ample assistance from mine managers.
We do not -wish to harass the industry;i
but all possible precautions should be
taken to protect life. I do not like the
manner in which stopeing is sometimes
carried. out. I know stopes are being
worked up to 50 or 60 feet and others to
25 or 30 feet: and it is undoubtedly im-
posstible for the men working there to see
in the roof of the stope whether any of
the stone is dangerous. I still think the
inspector has the necessary power; but
we should certainly insert a clause in the
Bill to give an inspector of mines power.
should he think any part of the mine
dangerous, to close down that part
of the mine. In the event of an
inspector closing down a mine and
of the owners thinking they have
been harshly treated by the inspector, the
Minister will at once cause an inaquiry;'
and if an inspector is found to be using
his powers arbitrarily and improperly, I
feel satisfied that the Minister will not
let him stay long in office. Therefore I
fail to see any objection, if the Minister
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means to go on with the Bill, to our
giving the inspector that power. One
other matter. I hope that copies of this
and kindred Bills will be sent to all parts
of the goldields, so that objections to
any of the clauses may be sent in,
together with suggestions for giving
better protection to men working under-
ground. I hope the Minister will not
rush this Bill through the Committee
stage. I should prefer his leaving the
Bill for the present; but if he intends to
go on with it, he will get all possible
assistance from. the Opposition to mnake
the Bill an effective measure.

MR. WALLACE NELSON (Ham-
nuns) : Just a few words. Firstly, I
think that the members for Mtenzies (Mr.
Gregory) and Brown Hill (Mr. Bath)
have failed to recognise the justification
for the introduction of this exceedingly
short Bill.

MRt. BATH: I have not failed to recog-
nise the need of it.

MR. NELSON: Then I must plead
guilty to failing to recognise the hon.
member's recognition. The Government
have determined to introduce this mea-
sure because, while they were waiting for
all the evidence necessary to the intro-
duction of a large and comprehensive
amendment Bill, the fatal accidents which
have occurred so frequently in gold inizfes
would continue to occur. I therefore
hold that it was an ac-t of wisdom on the
part of the Minister for Mines to select
one important portion of the larger con-
solidating measure, and to deal at once
with that portion. Though I do not
profess to be an expert on this subject, I
have heard people talk about it. I am
not a miner, but I once bad dinner with
a fellow who worked in a mine. The
complaint I hear in Kalgoorlie and
Boulder is not so much that the inspector
does not enforce his requisitions as that
he does not inspect; in fact, the desire
there seems to be to get somebody to
inspect the inspector. I do not know
whether that is possible.

Mn. GREGOwRY: It is not the case. The
Minister gets a report every month
showing what the inspector has done.

Ma. NELSON:- I think that this Bill
will confer on the inspector a greater
power to enforce his requisitions, will
endow him, so to speak, with greater
authority, and will have a tendency to

render his work mare efficient than i t has
been hitherto, I am strongly of opinion
that it was wise in the circumstances to
deal at once with this matter. Judging
by the rate at which business is con-
duceted in this House, if we were to wait
until al the necessary evidence was
collected, probably the consolidating
measure would be under consideration in
three or tour years from now. Therefore,
considering the gravity of the subject the
Bill deals with, considering that it -affects
the lives of people connected with the
great industry of this State, members
should unanimously do their utmost to
ensure the speedy passage of the measure.

MR. 3. SCADDAN (Ivanhoe): Till I
heard the remarks of the member for
Menzies (Mr. Gregory), T did not intend
to speak. I was rather surprised to bear
him say that he could not understand
why this short measure should be brought
in at this particular stage of the session.
In my humible opinion, the accidents
that have happened along the Golden
Mile for the preceding two months fully
warrant the Minister in bringing in the
Bill. The public there have been con-
tinually complaining that those accidents
happen in spite of two inspectors of
mines being located in Kalgoorlie; and
the fact remains that either those in-
spectors have-not the necessary power or
they are not doing their duty. Firstly,
to my mind they have not the pttwer,
ad secondly I believe they are niot
altogether doing their duty. The mem-
ber for Menzies, when Minister for
Mines, said he -believed that the inspectors
should pay surprise visits. If so, why
did he not put that opinion in force,
and compel them to pay surprise visits ?

Mn. GREOORY: They say they did
their duty.

Mr.. SOADDAN: If they say so, I
absolutely contradict them on the floor of
the House. I was employed on one of
those mines for about five years, and can
say emphatically that they did not. pay
surprise visits to those mines. The
managers were always notified when an
inspector was about to call. As an
engine-driver I know that the platnian
-was always told off to inform, the wen
below that the inspector would visit the
mine, say, at 12 noon or whatever time
was arranged. I know of instances of
this. Then dynamnite, which by the
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Act has to be kept a certatin distance
from passes and other travelling ways,
was removed, so that the inspector found
everything all right. Naturally, every-
thing was according to the Act. Those
places in the mine where breaches of the
Act might have been discovered were
not brought under the inspector's
notice, nor did the inspector take ex-
ceptional care to find them for himself.
I believe it is absolutel 'y necessary that
this Bill should pass at the earliest
possible moment. The member for
Menzies says that the managers will give
every assistance to prevent accidents.
Then why have a Mines Regulation Act
at all if they will give such assi stance ?
Why appoint inspectors? On the Kal-
goorlie belt we have two inspectors to see
that the Act is enforced. I candidly
admit that in many instances the
manager is as humane as any. other
person; but h 'e has to please the share-
holders in the first instance, and the men
in the second. We know men who were
full of complaints when merely employees;
yet immediately they became employers
they were just as harsh as their pre-
decessors. We should remove the
responsibility from the manager and place
it on the mine inispector, compelling him
to do what he is appointed for. As the
member for Menzies stated, the managers
are liable to be sued for manslaughter in
certain cases; but we know that in many
instances juries have brought in verdicts
of culpable negligence against managers,
for certain fatal accidents. What has
transpired Y Nothing farther, except
that the relatives of the men killed have
bad to sue for damages. If managers
are liable, -why have they not been
brought to justice, though another per-
son who has in some email point evaded
the Act is sued by the inspector for not
carrying out the ActP If that is meet
for one it should be meet for the other;
and if the manager evades the Act in any
degree I contend it is the Mfinister's duty
to compel the inspector to bring him to
justice. One matter in the Bill should
be made a little more explicit. Clause 2
provides that-

If the owner objezts to comply with such
requisition he mnay, within seven days after
the delivery thereof as aforesaid, send hisi
objections in writing, stating the grounds of
his objections, to the inspector, and thereupon

the matter shall be determined by arbitration
in the prescribed manner.
I should like to see this clause brought
into conformity with a section in our
Coal Mines Regulation Act. Instead of
the management sending objections to
the inspector, they should send them to
the Minister, wvho should be allowed to
take what action he may think necessary.
That would bring the whole matter before
Parliament, and at the same time compel
the Minister to take somne steps on his
own behalf. Then the Minister, if he
thought it necessary, could bring the
whole matter before the court of arbitra-
tion. At the present time, if there is an
objection a court of arbitration has to
decide the matter in question. An in-
spector should be ftrst consulted before a,
court of arbitration is brought into exist-
once. I agree to the Bill as brought
down, and I hope the point raised by the
member for Brown Hill will be included
in the measure.

Ma. P. J. LJYNCHI (Mt. eonora):
I also wish to take this opportunity of
welcoming the measure, although it is
very much of a temporary character; but
it is to meet a condition of things that
certainly needs remedying. When one
reads the report s of the coronial inquests,
especially in the Boulder district, one is
struck by a prominent feature-the high
stopes which are allowed. If this measure
has no other object in view than remedy-
ing the present state of affairs and pre-
venting the stopes being carried to the
height they are, then the Bill is wvarra~nted
in every degree and deserves to be wel-
comed by the House. While I do' not
wish to in any way be very severe on the
inspectors who have had charge of the
administration of the Ac:t, still from
interviews I have hadl with many men
working under ground, especially in dis-
tricts remotely removed, it seems that
the inspectors are far too courteous in
the discharge of their duties. One would
need to be very deaf or blind not to be
satisfied of that fact. In the centres far
afield it is the common knowledge of
the mining managers that the inspector
will arrive at a certain time: they
know almost to the minute when the
inspector will come. If that be true,
and there is no reason to doubt it, it is a
condition of affairs that certainly should
not exist. There should be a more rigid

Xines ReguWion
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observance of thie Act. I can well
understand an inspector who has to
inspect a ship every six months going at
an appointed time; that is only what
should be expected and would be required
by an official of that kind; but where a
mine is daily and hourly altering in its
character, and the workings are altering
in regard to the safety of the men, it is
essential that the inspector should not
land on the spot at some hour when it iE
to the convenience of the management.
I do not say that arrangements of this
'kind are made, hut people must be very
deaf indeed if they do not give some
credence to those who know something
about these matters. As to whether this;
Bill is required, ats was intended to be
urged by the member for Menzies, one
has only to take the opinion of hi r.
Mlontgomery that the present Mines
Regulation Act is Dot sufficient to cope
with the present situation. We are in
the positionof! having a vaguely- worded
instrument in the shape of the present
Act which gives no relief. We have also
had another opinion by Mr. Montgomery
that the Act is not capable of giving
relief. There is the failure of the Act in
the past backed up by the opinion of
Mr. 'Montgomery that we want a tem-
porary measure such as that brought
forward. For my part I have to give
assistance to the passing of the -measure,
not because it may to any great extent
affect the particul ar district that I am
concerned with, for the mines there are
more in the initial stage than they are in
the older districts where the-re aire to be
found yawning death-traps. It is time
this Bill was in force to enable inspectors
to land on the scene at any hour of the
day or night, so that the manazement
may not know when he is coming. I amn
not one of those who believe a mine should
be cardied on for pleasure. We have
had the experience of one manager who
says that work should not be carried on
for more than 10 feet without an inispec-
tion. That man wa humanme. There
are others who act with an ignoble
desire to make the mines pay, and
have yawning gaps left in front of
the men. These managers should be
broughit to the scratch and told that no
man shall be obliged to go under-
ground for a livelihood unless his work-
ing place is safe. I have pleasure in

supporting the measure, although it waiy
be only of a temporary character, in the
hope that later in the session we shall
have acousolidating Bill brought forward
to deal with other points, although not
of vital importance, yet of such ti. nature
thatt they deserve attention.

MR. 0. C. KEYSER (Albany)-
Although a coastal member, I have much
pleasure in stating that I think this Bill
necessary and ought to lie adopted.
Even admit-ting that the mnember for
Menzies was correct in stating that the
present Act was sufficiently stringent in
empowering inspectors to force wine
mansagers to provide against danger and
defective workings, there can be no harm
in placing this farther amending Bill on
the statute-book, as it will confrir and
help the inspectors in their present work.
It seems to me the chief objection raised
is not the question of the omission of
power in the Act, hut the question of the
inspectors not doing their work. Assum-
ing that the Bill is passed and enlarges
the powers of the inspectors, that will
not cause the inspectors to do their work
unless the Minister does his share and
compels the inspectors of mines to inspect
the workings anud pay surprise visits to
see that remedies are provided. It seems
to me that the past Government were
very Prone to give notice when their
various inspectors were about to visit a
mine.

Mn. GREGORY - Talk about some thing
which you know, for that is not correct.

Mn. KEYSER; When the Govern-
ment sent a certain doctor to visit the
aborigines in the far North, the Govern-
ment took every care and precaution to
notify settlers of the proposed visit.

Ms. GRsGoR~Yt Where is the comn-
parison P

MR. KEYSER. The comparison is
that while the Government took pre-
cautions to advise the settlers in the far
North of the proposed visit of the doctor
so that they could be prepared to receive
him, so if they notified the managers on
the goldfields of the visits of the inspec-
tors to the various mines the managers
would be prepared for him. I agree
with the member for Brown Hill, that if
there is a danger and if there is at diffi-
culty, that danger and that difficulty
ought to be dealt with immediately. If
a manager refuses to carry out the recoin-
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mnendations of the inspector the muine
should be closed down, for the manage-
ment ought not to be allowed to carry on
when the lives of the miners are in
jeopardy. I also agree with the member
for Brown Hill that the regulations
should not rest with the Minister for
Mines and his officers, but rather they
should appear as paragraphs in this Bill,
so that they may be considered by every
member of the House. I have much
pleasure in supporting this amending
Bill.

Two MINISTER FOR MINES AND
JUSTICE (in reply): As no other mining
expert wishes to address the House, I
may say a few words in reply. It seems
to mue that I am accused bR being a. very
conservative member of the House, be-
cause the criticism of this Bill is that it
has not gone far enough. I am glad of
that, and I am bound to tell members
that I will try to meet them so far as I
an. I should have been pleased if ment-
hers had seriously considered the law in
force at the present time, In that very
eloquent speech of the member for Brown
Hill it was pointed out that this new
measure did not give inspectors power to
dose dangerous places or to close down a
mine. It certainly does not, for that has
been the law since 1895 and the power
has been exercised dozens of times. The
inspectors have that power at the present
time, and I thought I carefully pointed
out that this measure is of aL very differeut
nature altogether, It is for the purpose
of stopping the very tall stopes, those
that mai not appear dangerous and in
which people may travel without sign
of danger; because now and again there
is danger in these stopes and accidents
have happened. It is important to
try and get this measure through as
soon as possible. The member for
Menzies, as well as myself and every
other member of the House, would like to
see a comprehensive Mining Bill brought
forward, but it is -impossible to have that
now. Even if we started very early
there would not be the slightest hope of
the Bill coning into force until January
next. If we pass this Bill now, it can
come into force this month, which will be
three months of this year during which
the inspectors will have this added power.
During the last two years, on the Boulder
belt there have been atL least 12 deaths

from the high stopes, and several serious
accidents have been caused by the same
thing. If we, by passing this Bill, save
the lives of three or four individuals, I
think the House will congratulate itself
on having done somne good. It is well to
have all these matters in one Bill, but
what harm is there in having two Bills P
We recognise that the matter dealt with
in this measure is an evil, therefore we
should alter that evil as soon as possible.
I trust the House will see that the
measure is put through at an early date,
and I shall be glad if I can come to some
understanding as to modifications on the
lines of the suggestions that have been
thrown out. I can assure the member
for Brown Hill that the Bill is word for
word similar to tha6t of the New Zealand
measure, and it is almost word for word
the same as the Coal Mines Regulation
Act of this State, The mewmher for Brown
Hill asks, why do we not put all these
particulars in the Act instead of leaving
themn to regulation? That can be done
easily enough-it is the easiest thing in
the world; but is it a good thing to do
that ?

Mn. GREGORY: A bad thing.
Tus MINISTER: Is it a good thing

to state in the Act exactly what shall be
done in every possible circumstance? I
have never found it a good thing yet.
My experience during the last few years
in this House over and over again has
been that to put into the regulations
-what previously has been put into the
Act is a fine piece of clap-trap to read of
in the newspapers and to hear people
speak about. If one talks at any public
meeting of putting in the Act what has
been in the regulations, it is cheered to
the echo; but I assert that in nine cases
out of ten it is the worst possible thing
we can do. All the wisdom of this House
is not good enough to conceive and pro-
vide for every possible circumstance that
will occur all over the State, and we
cannot provide for hatving in the Act
what should be in the regulations. I
say that even the member for Brown
Hill himself is not iable to dr-aft regula-
tions that would suit all sorts of cases.

MR. GREGOR:; You can always amend
the regulations, if you so desire.

THs MINISTER: In this particular
case I could easily have followed the
examaple of the Coal Mines Regulation

mines Regulation
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Act, and have provided for all that is
required by arbitration. The regulations.
under this Bill will be somewhat similar.
If the member for Brown Hill can show
us any particular reason for what be
advocates, I hare no objection, but until
he can do so I do not think we
shall be wise to do as he indicated.
Then I am asked by some members to
see that the inspectors of mines do their
duty, and that they pay surprise visits
to the mines.. Inspectors go pretty oftn
The member for Ivanhoe (Mr. Scadden)
declares that the inspector of a mine
should be held responsible for the way
the mine is carried on. That is a big
order. I amn not prepared to carry that
out, unless the House will give mae an
additional vote of perhaps £50,000 or
£60,000 for the purpose. Besides, I
would Dot like to see mining carried on
under a system by which the inspector
of mines wvould h~e responsible. Ile is
responsible for a great deal. Accidents
would he far more frequent. We would
require an inspector of mines to be
stationed permanently at every m ine, and
on some of the big mines we should
require two or three inspectors.

31P. Scsunnr:- When the inquest is
being held, an inspector tries to prove in
court that the manager is evading the
Act. Why does be not find that out
when inspecting the mineF

Tun MINISTER: In the case I have
quoted, the inspector declared that he
protested to the manager, and asked the
manager to close the stoipe up. The
manager has not done that. Then the
State Mining Engineer says it is a very
frequent occurrence for the inspector of
mines to protest against the evil, but he
has practically no power to enforce the
carrying out of his instructions. I do not
think we can do any more in this direc-
tion if we give the inspector of mines
that power; and if inspectors of mines
are asked to do their duty I belkve
they will do it just as well as any
other servants of the State. I know
they may do better. I know that mine
managers could do very much better.
AUl I have stated here is that upon the
whole the mine managers have carried
out the instructions of the inspectors,
and I am sure that managers of the big
mines have carried out the inspectors'
instructionis far more than the managers

of the small mines. I have been amongst
a lot of locally-owned small mines, and I
know they have been doing their very
best to avoid carrying out the directions
of the inspectors, not because they do
not wish to carry them out, hut simply
because they have not the m.'iney, and
they refuise to make ex pensive alterations.

*With reference to the high stopes, I
should say a parting word, and that is
that the majority of the mine managers
on the goldfields are very careful not to
have high stopes. I was assured not long

*ago by one of the principal mining men
in Western A-ustralia, in fact I think the
chief mining man, that he always gave
instructions to never under any circum-
stances allow 'a stops to be more than
eight feet. Our inspector mentioned 10
feet As to enforcing the command, that
has been carried out, and the same can be
said of a lot of others; only, as some
members hare expressed it, managers are
careful as a whole- to save expense, and in
many instances it was necessary to show
to the moanagers that they were com-
pelled to go to this expenise, otherwise
they would not have done so. I trust
the House will agree to-night to the
second reading of the measure, and we
can postpone the Committee stage till,
say, the beginning of the week after next.
I beg to move the second reading.

Mu. GREG ORY!: I wish to ask the
Minister whether he will have an in-
quiry made into the statement by the
member for Ivanhoe (Mr. Sca~dden) that
inspectors were in the habit of sending
notice of their visitsP

THE MI17iSTER; I did not hear it.
Mn. GREGORY: The statement was

that the wining inspectors were in the
habit of sending, the day beforehand,
notice of their intended visit to the mine.
Iff that be correct, those inspeetors. are
unfit for their positions, and if it be not
correct it is an unfair reflection on them,
and should be refuted.

THE MINISTER: I quite agree with
the statement by the member for
Menzies (Mr. Gre'gory); but I do not
think the member for Ivanhoe made a,
general charge that it was always dlone;
in fact I know it is not done on many
mines.

Mi. SOADDAN (in explanation): T1
desire to say that what I stated was that
it had come under my observation that
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notice had been received at the wine that
the inspector intended to pay a visit.
How the mnager received that notice I
do not know. I know that notice was
received that the inspector was coming
next. day, and preparations were made for
the visit. I did not say it was generally
done, but I said it bad been done.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a, second time.

INDUSTRIAL STATISTICS ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL.

SECOND READING.

THE MINISTER FOR MINWES AND
JUSTICE (Hou. R. Hastie), in moving
the second reading, said: This is a much
shorter Bill than the last one. It con-
tains, one clause, and that clause simply
cancels the provisions of one of our Acts.
It will be perceived that by Cluse 2 it
is proposed to strike out certain words
that are in the Industrial Statistics Act
of 1897. That measure enacts that the
Registrar General shall get certain statis-
tics from all the industries, and it pro-
vides that amongst those industries are
mines which have been worked at ainy
time during the year, whatever be the
number of persons employed. The pre-
sent Bill asks that this be struck out,
because our Mines Act declares that the
same statistics must be obtained by the
Mines Department. At the present time
all the mine managers have to make out
statistics to send to the Mines Depart-
ment, and also exactly the same statistics
as they send to the Registrar General.
It is proposed that the Registrar General
shall not get the statistics from the mines
straight from the people, and any statis-
tics he wishes to obtain lie can get
through the Mines Department. This
will save a lot of trouble to mine managers
and leaseholders of mines, and also pre-
vent a duplication of work by the State.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.
Bill passed through Committee with-

out debate, reported without amendment,
and the report adopted.

TRAMWAYS ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
SECOND READING (MOVED).

THE MINISTER FORL WORKS (Hon.
W. D. Johnson), in moving the second

reading, said: The object of introducing
this small Bill is principally to remedy
some defects which have been discovered
in the principal Act of 1885, and conse-
quently requires very little explanation.
In Clause 2 of the Bill it is proposed that
after the word " regulations " in Section
34 of the principal Act, certain words be
added. By the principal Act the local
authority has power to make certain
regulations. By Section 38 of the prin-
cipal Act the local authority has power
to make regulations governing "1the rate
of speed to be observed in travelling upon
the tramway; the distances at which the
cars using the tramway' shall be allowed
to follow after the otter; the stopping of
cars using the tramway; the traffic on
the road in which the tramway is laid."
Whilst the Act gives power to the local
authority to make those regulations it
does not give the local authority power
to enforce them. Then in Section 34
other powers are given to the local
authority to make regulations; but in
Section 34 power is given to enforce
those regulations. It is desired by
the amending Bill simply to give the
local authority power to enforce both
sets of the regulations. A portion of
Section 34 reads thus: "For regulating the
travelling in or upon any carriage belong-
ing to them; and for better enforcing the
observance of all or any of such regula-
tions." That is, Such regulations as are in
Section 34. In order to give power to
enforce the regulations in Section 88, it
is proposed by Clause 2 in this Bill to
add the words, "made under this or the
last preceding section." That will then
give the local authority power to enforce
the regulations under both sections.
Clause 3 of the Bill repeals Section 36 of
the principal Act. Under Section 36 of
the principal Act the local authority is
given power to grant licenses to persons
(drivers and conductis) in connection
with the tramways; but while the local
authority has power to license these con-
ductors and drivers, it has not the power
by the principal Act to enforce the regula-
tions. Consequently it is desired by the
Bill before the House to repeal that
section, and to introduce the clause as
proposed in the Bill giving the local
authority power to enforce regulations in
connection with the licensing of con-
ductors and drivers, exactly as the local
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authority has power under the Municipal
Act to license passenger vehicles. Then
the clause goes on to specify exactly the
license fee that Shall be charged. The
local authority is satisfied evidently that
one shilling is a fair license to be paid by
each driver or conductor on the tramn-
ways. Consequently Clause 8 of the
Bill now before the House is simply to
give the local authority a little more
power, and to Specify to what extent it
can charge for license fees in connection
with the drivers and conductors of trains.
Clause 4 repeals Section 46 of the princi-
pal Act, and introduces a new clause
giving the local authority power to enter
into an agreement whereby the tramway
company pays a certain percentage to
the local authority out of the profits
derived from tbe tramway, and shall
have all its liability to the local authority
covered by that percentage. The clause
is practically to validate an agreement in
existence to-day between the Perth City
Council and the Perth Tramways Comn-
pany. Under the existing agreement the
local authority-the Perth City Council-
does not derive any rates from the power
house owned by the Tramway Co., but
the local authority realises that it was in-
tended the three per cent. paid by the com-
pany should cover all the liability of the
company to the local authority' . Conse-
quently the object of Clause 4 of the Bill
now before the House is simply to
validate an agreement in existence to-day.
Members, therefore, wifl see that there is
very little, practically nothing, of a. con-
tentious nature in the Bill before the
House; and it is not necessary for me to
explain it at any greater length. I
therefore move that the Bill be now read
a secondl time.

MR. R_ J. LYNCH (Mount Leonora):
I should like to briefly refer to the
necessity, of attention being given to the
inserting of a very vital provision
tonching the granting of a concession.

THE MirwrsTxin: That is done when a
Provisional Order is going through the
House.

Mn. P. 3. LYNCH: I find I am taking
the wrong opportunity to draw attention
to this necessity of regulating the local
authority granting concessions. I thought
the opportunity would be given me of
providing that the local authority's deci-
sion in granting the concession Should be

ratified by a poli of the citizens. I find
I am mistaken.

Ma. H. BROW& (Perth):- I can
support this Bill as the member for
Perth and as the mayor of the city. I
have no objection to it whatever, As the
Minister for Works has lucidly explained,
it is practically an agreement between
the Perth Tram ways Co. and the Perth
City Council. In the principal Act there
is mention, made, but not very clearly, of
the rating of car barns and power houses.
We realise that the three per cent.
provided under the principal Act should
mean that no rates whatever should be
paid. Perth is almost solely affected by
the Bill, and an agreement has been
entered into between the City Council and
the Tramnways Co. The City Council is
quite satisfied with thie agreement, and it
is to be hoped that the Bill will go through.
With reference to the small charge for
conductors, that is another ease of agree-
ment affecting the principal Act, and the
clause is to give some slight power to the
municipality over conductors and drivers,
a's it has over the various hackney carriages
plying in the city.

Ma. C. ff. RASON (Uuildford):. I
desire to move the adjournment of the
debate. I should like to explain that I
have no intenution of opposing the passage
of the Bill; but I hope the Government
will not press the second reading, as
a matter of principle. The Bill has
reached us only to-day; and it is neces-
sary to see how it compares with thu
principal Act, and how it affects other
municipalities than the municipality of
Perth.

Motion passed, and the debate ad -
journed.

METROPOLITAN WATERWORKS ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.

SECOND READING (MovFr).

THE PREMIER (Hon. B. Daglish)
in moving the sccond reading said: For
some years past there has been consider-
able friction prevailing among members
of the Metropolitan Water works Board,
which has considerably hampered the
successful working of the board. . Last
year, as hon. members are aware, a
measure was introduced by the Ministry
then in power for a comprehensive amend-
ment of the Metropolitan Waterworks
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Act of 1896; but there was an assurance
given by' the Ministry of the day that the
provisions of that Act thus amended
would not be brought into operation until
Parliament had an opportunity of re-
viewing thenm. In the meantime the
present board'bas, I think, displayed
more friction during the last few months
than we have witnessed on its part for
some considerable time. past. The pre-
sent Government are not in a position at
the present time to bring forward an
amending measure dealing with the
whole subject; abut in the interval it
seemed to us desirable that an oppor-
tunity should he taken of dispensing
with the present board, and of allowing
the control of the Metropolitan Water
Supply to revert for the time being to
the Public Works Department. If this is
done there wilibe noextraexpense involved.
In fact, there will be an actual saving of
expense, bec;ause, from inquiries I have
made, I find that the administration can
be carried out successfully by the depart-
ment without the employment of any
additional officers, while the actual fees
at present being paid to the members of
the board will be saved. We have
already had an experience of the work of
the Public Works Department in regard
to the carrying on of the Goldfields
Water Supply. I have no hesitation in
saying that the department has shown
remarkable business capacity in the ex-
cellent manner in which that scheme has
been administered. I have also pleasure in
expressing my sense of the fact that the
late Minister for Works (Mr. Rason) is
deserving of a considerable amount of
praise for that excellent administration.
My contention is that what it has been
found possible for the department to do
in its efficient administration of the Gold-
fields Water Supply can, in the few
mouths that will elapse between the dis-
missal of the existing board and the
appointment of a new board, be found
possible in the administration of the
Metropolitan Water Supply. The Bill is
nothing more than a purely formal
measure, giving the Government power,
by an Order in Council published in the
Government Gazette, to supersede the
present board. The Hi]l should find
acceptance from members. It is the in-
tention of the Government immediately
he measure is passed through both

*Houses, to act upon it and dispense with
the present board, allowing the control
of the waterworks for the time being to
revert to the Public Works Department.
I may st-ate that the question of the
establishment of a Metropolitan Board of
Works will not be lost sight of; but the
size of the necessary Bill will prevent the
Government from introducing it until a.
period of some weeks has elapsed. After
that, there will necessarily be some delay,
first of all in getting the measure through
both Houses, and secondly, when it is
passed, in securing the appointment of a
suitable board. In the meantime the
present unsatisfactory condition of affairs
should be terminated. Imove the second
reading of the Bill.

Mu. H. BROWN (Perth): I have
much pleasure in supporting this mea-
sure, and also while doing so in sup-
porting my own discharge as a member

Iof this particular board. I think the
measure is rather unique, but still the
condition of affairs necessarily war-rants
it. The abolition of this board will, at
all events, be for the city of Perth one of

Ithe most popular acts that will be done
this session. With the machinery at
present existing, the working together of
the present secretary and the engineer,
the work of the board could be carried on
equally as well as under the present
board. A tribute should be paid to
Mr. Villiers and to Mr. Hargraves for
the great time and attention they have
given to the work of the board; but the
small time the chairman gives to the

Iboard for the salary he receives is not
sufficient at any time to work out any
reform required. [MEMBER: You are
prejudiced.] No; I am a dear friend of
Mr. Traylen. I am quite sure that the
Government of the day could not be more
unjust, harsh, or severe than the chairman
of the Waterworks Board has been on
the ratepayers of Perth and suburbs;
and I amy myef quite willing that the
Government, at all events temporarily,
should take over the charge of the
administration of the waterworks. As
the Premier has stated, the saving of
fees alone will be some little considera-
tion, and will probably tend to a reduc-
tion of the heavy charge for water. I
only regret that the introduction of a Bill
with certain amendments may not go

Ithrough this session; but I hope the
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Government will at an early date endea-
vour to bring the Act at present in
abeyance into working order.

On motion by MR. RASON, debate
adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.
The PREMIER:- In moving the ad-

journment of the House, I may express
my regret that we have been unable to
provide members with a greater amount
of work than has been placed before them
this week; but that circumstance is
almost inevitable in view of the condition
under which we started operations. We
hope, during the next week and for the
rest of the time the session may last,' to

supply members with ample material on
which to dirplay their energies.

The House adjourned at 6 -o'clock,
until the next Tuesday afternoon.

~Legizlatibe Ciouncil,
Tuesday, 20th September, 2904,
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TEE PRESIDENT took the Chair at

4'8O o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

ELECTION RETURN.
THE PRESIDENT reported the return

of writ for the Central Province vacancy
(Ministerial re-election).

The Hon. JosH MIonnSL DREW,
Minister for Lands, accordingly took the
oath and his meat.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
Tnn MINISTER laid on the table tb

following papers xi, Report of th
Department of Mines for the year 1909
2, Report of the Commissioner of Podic
for the year ending BOth June, 1904

3, Transcontinental boring - Genera
descriptive report of operations f roti
August, 1902, to December, 1908. 4
Department of,- Lands and Surveys-
Report by the Under Secretary for Land
for the year 1903. 5. Annual report o
the Woods and Forests Department fo
the year ended 31st Detember, 1903. (
Report by the Comptroller General ao
Prisons for the year 1903. 7, Roys
Commission on Forestry-Final repoi
8, Report of the Education Depart men
for the year 1903. g, Report by th
Surveyor General for teyear 1903. ic
Land Act, regulations restricting cuttin
of timber on State forest at Chidlow'
Weld, and controlling the stripping o
mallet bak. x , Parks and Reserve
Act, by-laws of the King's Park. (
Stock Diseases Act, regulations. il
Audit Act, regulations and transfer o
Parliamentary votes. 14, East Pre
mantle Municipality-Building by-law.
15, Fremantle Harbour Trust-Addition
and amendments to regulations. j
Western Australian Government Rail
ways-Amendment of by-law No. H
117, Regulations under Explosives Act
amendment of schedules 13 and 14 of th
regulations under Mining Act; state
ment of expenditure under Minin
Development Act from lst July, 1903, t
30th June, 1904.

SUPPLY BILL, £250,000 (INo. 2).
Received from the Legislative Assembly

and read a first time.

SECONqD REAING.

Tnt MINISTER FOR LA.NDS (Hon
J. Mi. Drew): I move that the Bill b
now read a second time.

ilom R. F. SHOLL (North) : Tb
Government are asking in this Bill fo
half a million of money, and we ar
expected, apparently, to pass the secon;
reading without explanation. A shor
time ago a Supply Bill was passed alsi
for half a million, and no explanatioi
wade. So we are asked to pass Bills fo
a million of money, in this way. I knot
that in the Lower House a few years agi

[ASSEMBLY.] supply Bill.


